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Description task: a journey by bus 

You are advised to spend the correct amount of time on this section (check 

Appendix 1 for your exam board’s time). 

Write in full sentences. 

You are reminded of the need to plan your answer. 

You should leave enough time to check your work at the end. 

 

You are going to enter a creative writing competition. 

Your entry will be judged by a panel of people of your own age. 

Describe a journey by bus as suggested by this picture: 

 

 

Photo by Melanie Brown (@itsmelb) on Unsplash.  
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Full model description of a journey by bus 

The bus eases up to the kerb and stops with a hiss and a sigh. The doors flap open 

and the scrum of waiting passengers, faces grey and empty after a long day in the 

city, shuffles forward, eager to get out of the unforgiving November rain, to get 

home. Nervous eyes scan along the length of the bus, noting how full it already is. 

Some, at the back of the scrum, have already given up, resigned to waiting for the 

next one, their escape from the city delayed. 

The doors swing shut and the bus pulls away into the night. The rear lights twinkle 

and refract in the driving rain. They gleam red, and are gone. 

The rammed bus picks up speed as the driver skips a few stops. A shiver of hope 

passes through the crowd – home early tonight. 

Each lurch of the vehicle, each bump, pothole, sleeping policeman, humpback 

bridge, each clunk of clutch and gear, sends the passengers’ heads swaying in 

harmony, like wheat buffeted by a strong summer gale. 

Then there’s a shout and the bus screeches to a stop, toppling the standing 

passengers like skittles. The driver makes her feelings known in rather brusque 

language to the motorcyclist who, she argues, had the temerity to cut her up. The 

passengers right themselves, checking for blood and bruises, rolling their eyes 

and wishing for home. 

But the incident has broken the vow of silence and now the passengers start 

chatting away. 

“No need for that, was there?” 

There is a hum of agreement. 

“Honestly, she gets worse every day.” 

The journey drags on. A nurse, weak with fatigue, is falling asleep, her head 

against the window. The vibrating and juddering does not wake her. It’s been a 

long shift. 

A coffee shop worker, barista of the year, is reading. In the novel, earnest people 

lead powerfully meaningful lives in exciting locations. By contrast, from the bus 

window can be seen: roundabouts, traffic cones, prefab light industrial buildings, 
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derelict railway sidings, boarded up shops. The barista turns the page, preferring 

the balmy beaches and exquisite glamour of the fantasy world of the story. 

The bus reaches the dual carriageway. Not far to go now. There are fields out 

there, somewhere in the darkness. 

An old man, in a black suit almost as old as him, is lost in thought. The tie is black 

too and between his hands he holds an order of service. He looks down at the 

face on the front of the pamphlet, a photo taken in younger days of a man proud 

and happy, before the illness got to him. Another one gone. The man sighs. He 

measures out his life by funerals now, by bad sandwiches and muted 

conversations with grieving widows. 

The rain is still beating down as the bus pulls into the market square and stops. 

The end of the line. 

The final passengers walk across the slippery cobbles and disperse into the tiny 

lanes and alleys that lead off into the dark. Above them soar the two towers of the 

old church, floodlights picking out the buttery yellow of the ancient stone.  

Unimpressed, the bus heads back to the city, ready to go again. 
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Description Writing Checklist 

As you read, check how many of the recommendations below are followed by the 

description. Then, use the checklist to help you write your own description. 

Remember that these are recommendations from an experienced teacher, not 

requirements. Allow them to help and guide you, but don’t allow them to trap you; 

if you have a different idea and feel confident and excited about it, then give it a 

go! 

 

 Create an emotional 'journey'.  Zoom in to tiny details. 

 
Structure by passing of time 

and/or by shifts in focus. 
 Zoom out to bird’s-eye view. 

 Describe time of year and day.  Speed pace up/slow pace down. 

 Describe weather.  Freeze time. 

 Describe colours.  Use present tense. 

 Describe sounds.  Describe the past of the scene. 

 
Describe tastes, smells and touch 

sensations. 
 Describe the future of the scene. 

 Describe people.  
Use imagery, simile, metaphor, 

personification. 

 Describe/suggest their emotions.  
Use paragraphs and sentences of 

varied length. 

 
Use a small amount of direct 

speech. 
 

Use accurate spelling, 

punctuation and grammar. 

 Use symbolism.  Write c450-c750 words. 


