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Non-fiction task: an article about homework 

You are advised to spend the correct amount of time on this section (check 

Appendix 1 for your exam board’s time). 

Write in full sentences. 

You are reminded of the need to plan your answer. 

You should leave enough time to check your work at the end. 

 

“Homework has no value. Some students get it done for them; some don’t do it at 

all. Students should be relaxing in their free time.” 

Write an article for a broadsheet newspaper in which you explain your point of 

view on this statement. 

 

Space for planning: 
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Full model article about homework 

Homework is at crisis point. Teachers set too much or not enough whilst 

students either refuse to do it, do it badly or throw money at the problem by 

outsourcing their work to dark web essay cheats. We risk, therefore, losing sight 

of the purpose of homework: to broaden and deepen knowledge and to practise 

and perfect skills. Instead, it is seen by many as an anachronistic burden that 

gets in the way of rest and relaxation, detrimental to both mental and physical 

health. But does it have to be this way? With a little re-imagining, homework can 

be made fit for purpose, helping young people to be their best selves and to 

achieve their goals in an increasingly competitive global marketplace. 

On average, students in the UK receive five hours of homework per week. 

However, this average rises significantly as exams approach. Including time 

spent in lessons and other school-related activities, an average student will 

spend close to 50 hours per week on their education.1 This is far more than the 

39 hours per week an average adult works.2 No wonder then that OFSTED 

surveys show that homework is a major cause of stress.3 It doesn’t seem right 

that children are burdened with more work and more stress than adults. 

Something must change. 

Yet, whilst complaining about homework has a long history, it remains 

stubbornly part of the education system. As far back as 1900, it was referred to 

as a “national crime” which “rob[s] a child of…playtime,” by American campaigner 

Edward Bok. Nevertheless, homework flourished, driven at least partly by 

parents who argued in favour of heavy workloads. The Cold War also led to 

increased pressure as, especially in the USA, fears that millions of hardworking 

Soviet school children would soon outstrip the ‘lazy’ American student led 

teachers to fill playtime with ever more homework.4 In the USA then, as 

elsewhere, parents, teachers and politicians can’t seem to agree. Either 

homework is idealised, or it is demonised. Is there a solution to this impasse? 

Perhaps we can learn from the experience of Janine, a school student from 

Swaffham. Two years ago, her exams fast approaching, her workload rising, she 

stopped doing homework set by teachers and instead decided to choose her 

own homework. She began learning Spanish on Duolingo, watching maths 

tutorials on YouTube and reading widely. Her teachers and parents despaired 

 

1 Chris Morris and School Reporters, BBC News, 15 March 2018. 
2 Debra Leaker, Office for National Statistics, August 2020. 
3 Eleanor Busby, The Independent, 19 March 2018. 
4 Rebecca Onion, Slate, 24 October 2019. 
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but they needn’t have. Janine sat her exams better prepared and less stressed 

than many of her peers and consequently her grades were excellent; she even 

made it to the front page of the local paper. This solution might not work for all – 

it requires initiative, discipline and a strong desire to learn – but it worked for 

Janine so why not for others? 

Some dismiss these suggestions as nonsense and contend that homework is 

key, pointing to the long hours of homework set by many private schools as 

evidence that hard graft leads to success. Indeed, the numbers appear to bear 

this out. A 2014 Department for Education report concluded that Year 9s who 

spend between two and three hours on homework per night are almost 10 

times more likely to achieve five good GCSEs than students who did no 

homework at all.5 The report, however, makes no reference to the quality of the 

work. Many students can point to homework tasks they believe to be a pointless 

time-fillers and ask how helpful those tasks are to their future exam success or, 

indeed, to their future lives. 

Perhaps, then, the solution is not to ban homework, nor even to set less 

homework. Instead, teachers need to design better homework that feels 

meaningful, is clearly assessment focused and possibly even allows some 

independent choice. Moreover, teachers should leverage all the possibilities of 

the internet to connect their students to knowledge and to ways of learning 

unavailable to them in the classroom. After all, long gone are the days when the 

height of learning technology was a slate and a piece of chalk. Ultimately, if 

students feel that their homework is not just a confiscation of their free time but 

instead an opportunity to broaden their understanding and improve readiness 

for exams, and for life, then there will surely be more buy-in from today’s busy, 

stressed teens. 

  

 

5 Chris Morris and School Reporters, BBC News, 15 March 2018. 
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Non-fiction Writing Checklist 

As you read, check how many of the recommendations below are followed by the 

text. Then, use the checklist to help you write your own text. 

Remember that these are recommendations from an experienced teacher, not 

requirements. Allow them to help and guide you, but don’t allow them to trap you; 

if you have a different idea and feel confident and excited about it, then give it a 

go! 

 

 
Clearly meets the purpose of the 

task. 
 

Vocabulary is more formal than 

everyday language. 

 
Clearly communicates to the 

audience of the task. 
 Contains descriptive language. 

 
Clearly meets the requested 

format of the task. 
 Contains facts. 

 Five to six main paragraphs.  Contains statistics. 

 
Structured to lead to a powerful 

'call to action' closing. 
 Contains quotations. 

 
Range of different styles: 

descriptive, factual, emotive. 
 

Contains a small number of 

rhetorical questions. 

 
Use of specific detail (avoiding 

vagueness and repetition). 
 No overuse or repetition of “I.” 

 
Five to seven sentences per 

paragraph. 
 

Powerful, non-repetitive use of 

“we” and/or “you.” 

 Sentences are varied lengths.  
Spelling, punctuation and 

grammar are accurate. 

 Use of fronted adverbial.  
Use of: colon, semi-colon, hyphen, 

dash. 

 Use of extended noun phrase.  450-750 words in total. 


